
Recently the Stewart L. 
Udall Parks in Focus pro-
gram celebrated its fifth 
year of connecting Michi-
gan youth to nature 
through photography. Five 
area youth and four youth 
from the Big Rapids area 
went on photographic ex-
ploration of one of the 
country’s least visited na-
tional parks: Isle Royale 
National Park.  The Udall 
Foundation not only pro-
vides digital cameras to 
participants to use and 
keep, but also trains trip 
leaders to execute active, 
weeklong, learning-
intensive outings that ex-
plore national parks, wildlife 
refuges, and other public 
lands. 
 
TrueNorth Community 
Services youth participants 
include Zia Garner, Iain 
Hatting, Tristan Host, Adam 
Morrison and Ben Slocum.  
This trip removed partici-
pants from the comfort of 
their own surroundings and 
challenged them with hikes, 

camp cooking, wildlife and 
Mother Nature.  Youth ex-
plored and were chal-
lenged, all while enhancing 
their leadership skills. Youth 
had a chance to get their 
hands and shoes dirty while 
the group hiked, canoed, 
explored and photo-
graphed Isle Royale. 
 
The mission of Parks in 
Focus is to connect under-
served youth to nature 
through photography.  
Parks in Focus can open 
windows of story-telling 

and self-expression, it can 
spark a new interest in sci-
ence and nature, and it can, 
ultimately change lives. For 
additional information 
about the Michigan pro-
gram contact Bret Muter 
(989) 284-0976 or 
bretm@udall.gov.  
 
Six additional youth will 
venture to Pictured Rocks 
and Seney National Wildlife 
Refuge in August.   
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Big Brothers Big Sisters National Conference 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
America hosted their an-
nual meeting in Dallas, 
Texas June 14-16. Program 
staff and board members 
from various programs 
attended the conference.   

This was a great opportu-
nity to network with others 
and gather program ideas 
from others.  Next year the 
annual conference will be 
held in Washington D.C. 
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Moments in Mentoring 

Special points 
of interest: 

Parks In Focus 
partnership 

Joys of       
mentoring 

Bowlapalooza 
2011 

Park Ranger Val Martin and Tristan Host examining greenstones 
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Big Brothers Big Sisters of Newaygo County 
a TrueNorth Community Service 


