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State gains jobs
Arizona saw a net gain 

of 3,400 jobs in May bol-
stered by hiring for Cen-
sus 2010, according to a 
report released last week 
by Arizona Workforce In-
former. The private sec-
tor workforce lost 4,300 
jobs. Government added 
7,700 jobs. Typically, gov-
ernment sees a 0.4 per-
cent loss in May due to 
seasonal losses in public 
education. But hiring for 
the Census offset the May 
seasonal losses. Before the 
recession, the private sec-
tor saw a 0.2 percent gain 
in May, but posted a 0.2 
percent loss for May 2010. 
Overall, total nonfarm 
employment in May con-
tinued a gradual positive 
trend started in August 
2009. The unemployment 
rate in Arizona increased 
one-tenth of a percent-
age point from 9.5 percent 
in April to 9.6 percent in 
May. The U. S. unemploy-
ment rate decreased from 
9.9 percent to 9.7 percent.

Information: www.
workforce.az.gov.
Michelle Reese, (480) 898-6549

MARICOPA COUNTY

—

Pet shelters full
Maricopa County Ani-

mal Care and Control has 
more than 1,000 animals 
at the shelter. According 
to the group, adoptable 
dogs and cats are stacked 
two-plus deep in every 
available space. The shel-
ter is running an adoption 
special, Saturday through 
June 17.

All cats over 6 months 
old are $10. All kittens 
are $20. All dogs over 6 
months old are $34. All 
puppies are $50. The 
price includes spay/neu-
ter surgery and a rabies 
vaccination (if over three 
months).For more infor-
mation on MCACC, visit 
www.pets.maricopa.gov 
or call (602) 506-7387.
Michelle Reese, (480) 898-6549

VALLEYWIDE

—

Fill bus with 
student supplies

Fulton Homes is host-
ing its Stuff the Bus cam-
paign at Chandler Fash-
ion Center to collect new 
backpacks, school sup-
plies and clothing for the 
kids of the Children First 
Academy of Tempe, for-
merly the Thomas J. Pap-
pas School.

The campaign will be 
kicked off Tuesday and 
run through July 24.

A full-sized bus will be 
parked inside the Chan-
dler Fashion Center, at 
Chandler Boulevard and 
the Loop 101, by Macy’s.

Donors have the op-
tion of choosing one of 
the handprints and pur-
chasing the items for that 
child, or simply donating 
general supplies.

For more information, 
call (602) 374-6000, or vis-
it www.fultonhomes.com 
and click on the “Fulton 
Foundation” link.

Hayley Ringle, (480) 898-6301

STATEWIDE

—

Agency seeks 
photographers
The Arizona Game and 

Fish Department is look-
ing for photographers for 
its annual wildlife calen-
dar photo contest.

A top prize of $400 will 
be awarded to the photog-
rapher whose work is se-
lected as “best in show.” 

Twelve more first-
place winners (one for 
each month of the year) 
will win $250. 

Winning entries will be 
published in a 2011 calen-
dar showing off the diver-
sity of Arizona’s wildlife. 
Prize money is funded 
through calendar sales. 
This year, for the first 
time, only digital photos 
are being accepted.   

Contest rules and 
an entry form are post-
ed at, www.azgfd.gov/
photocontest.

Hayley Ringle, (480) 898-6301
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A Grand adventure
By HAYLEY RINGLE

TRIBUNE

—

E
ight kids from the 
Apache Junction 
Boys and Girls 
Club were treat-

ed to an adventurous trip 
visiting state parks and 
national monuments, and 
were each given a digital 
camera to capture their 
experiences.

The June 1-5 trip saw 
the boys and girls explor-
ing Dead Horse Ranch 
State Park, Montezuma 
Castle National Monu-
ment, Sunset Crater Vol-
cano National Monument, 
Marshall Lake, the Grand 
Canyon and Slide Rock 
State Park.

They slept in cabins 
and camped a night at the 
Grand Canyon.

Each day, they were giv-
en photo assignments and 
activities, including dis-
secting cactus, exploring 
caves and learning about 
wetlands, volcanos and 
animals, said Raul Chavez, 

a youth development direc-
tor for the Apache Junction 
Boys and Girls Club.

“It was amazing,” 
Chavez said. “They got a 
new appreciation for the 
outdoors for sure. They’re 
used to the desert and the 
plants; it’s great for them to 
go up north and see some-
thing totally different.”

The trip’s motto was: 
Take only pictures. Leave 
only footprints. Kill only 
time.

Aaron Wilder, a Four 
Peaks Elementary School 
sixth grader, said he was 
able to take photos of a 
snake at Dead Horse Ranch 
State Park in Cottonwood 
using his new camera. Aar-
on estimates he took about 
400 photos, which was the 
average for the rest of the 
children on the trip.

The Stewart L. Udall 
Parks in Focus program 
and Salt River Project 
provided the funds for the 
trip. 

The goal is to give young 
environmental leaders the 

opportunity to pass their 
knowledge to children who 
might never have seen a 
national park or spent time 
exploring a wilderness 
area, according to a state-
ment.

Nick Mason, a sixth 
grader at Desert Vista 
Elementary School, said 
his favorite spot was Slide 
Rock because “it was fun to 
slide on rocks.”

Nick’s favorite photo 
was of him jumping off a 
swing at Thorpe Park in 
Flagstaff.

That day’s assignment 
was to take action shots.

Coleman Sexton, a Cac-
tus Canyon Junior High 
School eighth grader, said 
his favorite spot was the 
Grand Canyon because 
he enjoyed taking photos 
of the sunset. It was Cole-
man’s first time visiting all 
the parks.

In July, four of the eight 
kids will be taking another 
five-day trip to the Grand 
Canyon, where they will 
meet with professional 
photographers and raft 
down the Colorado River, 
Chavez said.

The Udall Foundation 

has provided money for the 
trips since 1998, said Patty 
Garcia-Likens, an SRP 
spokeswoman.

“They (the children) will 
become stewards of these 
lands,” Garcia-Likens said.  
“This will help them to re-
ally start to have an appre-
ciation of the parks.”
—

CONTACT WRITER:

(480) 898-6301

or hringle@evtrib.com

A.J. Boys and Girls Club members 
get a different view of the state

PHOTOS BY TIM HACKER, TRIBUNE

SMILE: From left, Apache Junction Branch Boys and Girls Club members Aaron Wilder, 11, Coleman Sexton, 14, and 

Nick Mason show off their cameras they used to shoot photos on a trip to the Grand Canyon.

TAKING STOCK: Nick

Mason, center, looks over 

his photos on the back of 

his camera.

“They’re used to the desert and the plants; it’s great for them 
to go up north and see something totally different.”

RAUL  CHAVEZ  •  A PA C H E  J U N C T I O N  B OYS  A N D  G I R L S  C LU B
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